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property of the group who financed Captain Fonck's
attempt, was eventually sold. It made an excellent
flight from the United States to the Argentine and was
extensively used for carrying passengers across the
Andes.
The summer of 1927 found us still struggling hard
for a place in aviation.
In spite of the excellent characteristics of the 8-37,
the time for the large transport was not yet at hand,
and it was impossible to secure more orders on this
type of ship. We built and sold a number of
Universal wings which did not represent any important
business. The 8-36 was completed and proved to be
a quite satisfactory twin-engined amphibian. A few
ships of this type were sold, one of them to the United
States Navy. All this, however, was not steady work.
The volume of sales was insufficient to keep the
organization alive, and difficulties and worries were to
a large extent, still with us. Yet the 8-36 showed ex-
tremely desirable and interesting characteristics which
could be achieved from a good twin-engined amphi-
bian. This ship, the first practical and serviceable
amphibian that we produced, supplied a vast amount
of experience, and we felt ready to produce a still better
ship of this class.
The interest and enthusiasm created by Lind-
bergh's flight influenced the state of mind of many
people in the United States, and a rapid development
in aviation appeared to be round the corner. This
being the case, we determined finally to make one
more effort to create a new plane, which would com-
bine amphibian characteristics with the take-off per-
Formance and other qualities of land-planes of that